
developed out of Steiner’s philosophy of
education.

arak
see a rrack

Aral Sea
O n ce the fo u rt h - l a r gest inland body of
water in the world,the Aral Sea is fast dis-
a ppe a ri n g, owing to the divers i on of
w a ter from its two source s , the Amu
D a rya and Syr Darya , for agri c u l tu re—
mainly the cultivation of cotton.

Aras
The River Ara s , or Ara x , flows past Mo u n t
Ara rat (known as Massis in Arm en i a n
and as Egri Dagh in Turkish and referred
to in Tu rkish in Me eti n gs with Rem a rk a bl e
Men, ) , a l ong the border bet ween
Arm enia and Tu rkey, and em pties into
the Ku ra , or Mtkva ri , River. In    , a
flood caused it to change its course and it
began to empty directly into the Caspian
Se a . Tod ay it again joins the Ku ra . It is
c a ll ed Ara xes in Gree k , a l t h o u gh
Xenophon called it Phasis,a name com-
m on ly given to another river that flows
into the Black Sea. The Kars River, which
flows thro u gh the town of Ka rs , is a tri bu-
tary of the Aras.

Aravians  Аравияне

The word ‘Aravians’ is a misreading of an
old Russian word meaning ‘Arabians’.

Armagnac
Armagnac is a brandy made in the region
of Gers, formerly Armagnac,in southern
France.

Arrack  arak
Arrack (a ra k , ra ck) is derived from the
Ara bic word ` a ra q . The spelling ‘a rrack’
gen era lly sign i fies va rious liqu ors disti ll ed
in the Far East from the ju i ce of the date -
p a l m , or from ri ce ,c a n e - ju i ce or molasses.
The form ‘a ra k’ u su a lly refers to a Med i ter-

ranean drink made of gra pe spirit and
f l avo u red with anise; the drink of t h a t
name is made ch i efly in Leb a n on . Ot h er
d rinks bel on ging to the Med i terra n e a n
a rak family are ra k i , ou zo,d ou z i ko,a n i set te ,
and pa s ti s.

ashhana  ashkhana
This word , bet ter re ad as a s h k h a n a, i s
u s ed in Persian or Tu rkish for an estab-
lishment where hot food is served,that is,
a restaurant.

Assooparatsata
The Arm enian sen ten ce 

(Asoop arrat sa ta.) means ‘This
will give many stars.’

atropine
Atropine bel on gs to the ch emical family of
a l k a l oids and is mu ch used in modern
m edicine to bl ock the acti on of t h e
p a ra s ym p a t h etic nervous sys tem . Its for-
m er use was pri m a ri ly to dilate the pupils
of the eye s ; it was ex tracted from the
de adly nigh t s h ade plant (a tropa bel-
l a d o n n a) ,n a m ed bell adonna because large
pupils were con s i dered attractive in
wom en .

Azerbaijan
In Beelzebub’s Tales, Azerbaijan probably
refers to the trad i ti onal Azerb a ijan of
north-western Persia or Iran,south of the
Aras River, con s i s ting tod ay of the three
Iranian provinces:East Azerbaijan (capi-
tal Ta bri z ) , West Azerb a ijan (capital
Urmia) and Ardebil (capital Ardebi l ) . Th e
m odern auton omous Rep u blic of Azer-
baijan,north of the Aras River (formerly
a Sovi et Socialist Rep u bl i c ) , has been of fi-
c i a lly known by the name Azerb a ijan on ly
s i n ce     . Its capital is Ba k u , and its
i n h a bi t a n t s , form erly known as Ca u-
casian Tartars, are now called Azeris.

Babylon
Babylon was a city on the river Euphrates
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( –  bce) was the son of Philip of
Macedon and O lympias,daughter of the
king of Epirus.Educated by Aristotle and
trained in military matters,he unified the
Greeks against their ancient foes,the Per-
sians,and went on to establish an empire
ex tending from nort h ern Af rica and
Macedonia thro u gh Asia to Afgh a n i s t a n
and India. He is reviled by the Zoroastri-
ans for the damage that was don e , accord-
ing to t radition, to their sacred texts and
to their priesthood.

alizarin
The spelling of the word ‘a l i z a ri n’ i s
inconsistent in the    edition. It is one
of the five main co l o u r- producing su b-
s t a n ces found in the Ru bi a ce a e, a family
of plants used worl dwi de as a source of
the red dye,madder. First synthesized in
    as a mad der su b s ti tute , the singl e -
com pon ent dye alizarin soon came into
widespread use, and cultivation of mad-
der decl i n ed sharp ly. On woo l , a l i z a ri n
produ ces a red mu ch bri gh ter and
h a rs h er than the colour obt a i n ed from
whole madder root.
see alsoa n i l i n e

Amskomoutator  ams-commutator
A com mut a tor is a devi ce for reg u l a ti n g
the direction of an electric current.

Amu Darya
The Amu Dar ya, or Oxus (formerly Oks
in Russian), is a river ,   miles ( ,  

km) long , which originates in the Pamir
Kn o t , flows to the nort h - west along mu ch
of the Afgh a n - Tajikistan border, p a s s e s
bet ween the Ka ra Kum and Ky z yl Ku m
deserts of Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan,
and em pties into the Aral Se a . Recen t
archaeological evidence confirms the tra-
d i ti on that it on ce em pti ed into the
Caspian Sea at Tu rk m enbashi (form erly
Kra s n ovod s k ) . Its pattern of f l ow was
ep i s od i c , and du ring the last three mill en-
nia it has ch a n ged directi on severa l

times.There appears to have been no sin-
gle event that diverted it once and f or all
into the Aral Sea.

anasha
Anasha is a Turkic word commonly used
in Russia to refer to hashish.

Anglo-Tibetan war
The Yo u n ghusband Ex ped i ti on , as it is
com m on ly call ed , was an arm ed Bri ti s h
mission into Tibet in    and    with
the purpose of obl i ging the Ti betans to
come to agreement on matters concern-
ing trade and the fron ti er with In d i a ,
p a rt ly as a con s equ en ce of a perceived
t h reat from Ru s s i a . The ex ped i ti on su c-
ceeded in its immed i a te obj ective s , but
accom p l i s h ed little in the long term . Si x
or seven hundred Tibetans died in front
of the Maxim guns at Gu ru , and there
were further casualties elsewhere.

aniline
An i l i n e , obt a i n ed com m erc i a lly from coa l
t a r, was the ch emical source material for a
family of synthetic dyes first produced in
   . By the    s,these dyes were widely
u s ed to dye wool and silk. O f the early
a n i l i n e - derived dye s , m a uve (m a uvi n e)
and magenta (fuchsin) were not light-fast
and faded ra p i dly—u n l i ke the plant-
derived dyes they were replacing. Others
would ‘bl eed ’ or ‘ru n’ i f the dyed fabri c
was washed.
see also a l i za ri n

anthracite
An t h rac i te is a hard , blu e - bl ack cl e a n -
burning coal, with a brilliant glassy frac-
ture and a high carbon content.

anthroposophism
An t h ropo s ophy is a spiri tual movem en t
which was founded in the early twentieth
cen tu ry by the Au s trian vi s i on a ry
Rudolph Steiner. Among his many initia-
tives are the Wa l dorf s ch oo l s , wh i ch
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